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A Message from the Chief

Chief Todd Truesdale

We all have such busy lives these days that it seems there is not
enough time in a day to accomplish everything. Let us stop just a
second and realize what we have is important to us. Look around
at your family and belongings and think about as time is passing us
by are we keeping our family and belongings safe. Have we
replaced our smoke detector batteries? Are we wearing our
seatbelts? Are we blowing out candles before bed? In this time of
fast paced electronic age of cell phone texting, and internet
shopping LET’S STOP and appreciate what we have and take a
moment to put SAFETY FIRST!!! Like we do in the fire service by
preaching SAFETY, SAFETY, SAFETY!!!

Chief Truesdale can be contacted by either calling the Fire Dept.
business line at (419) 224-2636 or via chief@shawneetwpfire.com

Rescue 1 and Medic 10 are In-Service
Platoon Chief John Norris

If you have been in and around the Shawnee Township lately, you might
have encountered our latest vehicles on the roadways. Both Medic 10,
andRescue 1 are sporting the depllack me
over red highlighted with a Shawnee Indian-our new | o glbese:
units allow us to continue to provide needed services to our constituents
without having to add tief Thuasdale.li 8ry t
purchasing these vehicles now, we have saved the department, the
township and ultimately thetax-payer s | i terally th

Medic10-a 2008 Braun Amb-mbante wadhdsed l
from Life Star Rescue in Van Wert, OH. A re-mount is a total make-over
of a used box (the back of the unit where patients are carried to the
hospital), and re-mounted on a new chassis. This is a savings by not

Please see Rescue 1 and Medlic 10 on page 3
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If you have any
questions regarding
Holiday decorating
safety, contact the
Shawnee Township Fire
Dept. (419) 222-2986

Decorating for the Holidays?

-Some things you should know
Platoon Chief John Norris

Here are some safety tips on the upcoming Holiday decorations to keep
you and your family safe this year:

Trees: Many artificial trees are fire resistant. If you buy one, look for a
statement specifying this protection.

A fresh tree will stay green longer and be less of a fire hazard than a dry
tree. To check for freshness, remember:

o Afresh tree is green.

e Fresh needles are hard to pull from branches.

e When bent between your fingers, fresh needles do not break.
e The trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with resin.

¢ When the trunk of a tree is bounced on the ground, a shower of
falling needles shows that tree is too dry.

e Place tree away from fireplaces, radiators and other heat sources.
Heated rooms dry trees out rapidly, creating fire hazards.

e Cut off about two inches of the trunk to expose fresh wood for
better water absorption. Trim away branches as necessary to set
tree trunk in the base of a sturdy, water-holding stand with wide
spread feet. Keep the stand filled with water while the tree is
indoors.

e Place the tree out of the way of traffic and do not block
doorways. Use thin guy-wires to secure a large tree to walls or
ceiling. These wires are almost invisible.

Lights: Indoors or outside, use only lights that have been tested for
safety. Identify these by the label from an independent testing
laboratory. Also remember:

e Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken or cracked
sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose connections. Discard
damaged sets or repair them before using.

e Use no more than three standard-size sets of lights per single
extension cord.

e Turn off all lights on trees and other decorations when you go to
bed or leave the house. Lights could short and start a fire.

¢ Never use electric lights on a metallic tree.
Candles: Never use lighted candles on a tree or near other evergreens.
Always use non-flammable holders.

Keep candles away from other decorations and wrapping paper.

Pleasesee Decor at i ng for padgee4d



Firefighter retires after 25 years

On November 22™, 2009 Firefighter/EMT Dick Oder retired after serving
the department for over 25 years. During his Tenure with the
department, firefighter Oder has filled the role of Captain, Platoon
Chief, and Fire Inspector. Dick will spend time with his wife, daughter

and grandchil dren. “There is no ¢
Todd Truesdal e. “Hi s experience, k
outstandi ng. We wish him luck in

started several years ago, Firefighter Oder was driven home on his last
officialdayNov21™i n t he de par ttmakn tporsreaching Hds
house, Pl atoon Chief John Norris ¢
“Firefighter Oder is inquarters, ¢
ret i r e me wnofficlllysthrting his retirement.

Good luck Dick on your future endeavors, and thank you for your service
to our community.

Rescue 1 and Medlic 10 from page 1

having to have a box constructed from scratch. This coupled with the
fact that it was a demonstrator unit, allowed us to have even more
discounts. Subtract the extra expense newer vehicles will have in
complying with new EPA standards, and the department saved a minimum
of $75,000 on this vehicle over a brand new from scratch unit. Expected
life of this unit will be approximately 10 years.

Rescue 1- a 2007 Rescue One unit purchased from Mercy Sales and Service
in Saginaw, MI. This unit also s¢
as well as the Shawnee Indian. This unit was a demonstrator unit as well,
and saved the township greater than $70,000. It is expected to be in-
service for the next 20 years.

We are very proud and feel fortunate to have these new vehicles. Stop in
and see them!!

Firefighter/EMT
Dick Oder

“These units
to continue to provide
needed services to our
constituents without
having to add to further
taxes”’
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Decoratin for

e Place candles where they cannot be
knocked down or blown over. e Make an emergency plan to use if a fire
breaks out anywhere in the home. See

General Safety: that each family member knows what

e Use smoke detectors and Carbon Monoxide to do. PRACTICE THE PLAN!

Detectors- assure they have fresh batteries

If you have any questions regarding these
points or any other fire safety question, please
call the Shawnee Township Fire Department at
(419) 222-2986.

e Plan for safety. Remember, there is no
substitute for common sense. Look for and
eliminate potential danger spots near
candles, fireplaces, trees, and/or electrical

Medic 10 Rescue 1 and Ladder 5
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(419) 229-9749
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info@shawneetwpfire.com
chief@shawneetwpfire.com
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